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Romanian Center for European Policies (CRPE) is one of the oldest Romanian think tanks 

specialized in European affairs, with over 10 years of experience in European and regional 

projects, particularly in public policies in the fields of justice and foreign affairs (Eastern 

Partnership and Western Balkans), social policies and rural development, security and energy. 

 

The programs implemented by CRPE focus on several major objectives:  

 

CRPE has published over 150 policy papers, carried out successfully over 50 national and EU 

projects and organized more than 100 national and EU events. CRPE is the only Romanian think 

tank affiliated to the prestigious Trans European Policy Studies Association (TEPSA). 

CRPE is publicly recognized as the most active Romanian think tank on the Republic of Moldova. 

Since the beginning of 2012, CRPE studied Moldova’s trajectory and Romanian assistance. 

 

 

 

Strengthening citizen participation in the EU decision-making process by 
supporting informed dialogue and debate;

Initiating projects to encourage debates on EU and Romanian public policies;

Capacity-building on EU issues and publishing studies, research papers and 
analyses on EU-related policies;

Initiating advocacy campaigns for good governance at EU level.

Who are we? 
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Romania and European Affairs

Justice, Anti-corruption and Good Governance

Agriculture and Rural Development

Social Policies, Anti-poverty and Anti-discrimination

Social Justice and Human Rights

Education and Entrepreneurship

Youth and civic activism

Republic of Moldova and European Neighborhood Policy

Areas of expertise 
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I. Justice, anti-corruption and good governance:  

Whistleblowing Open Data Impact. An Implementation and Impact Assessment 

Period of implementation: November 2018 – February 
2021 

Consortium: Romanian Center for European Policies 
(Romania), University of Turin (Italy), Amapola (Italy); 
University of Angers (France); Vienna Centre for Societal 
Security (Austria); University of Maribor (Slovenia) 

Funding: European Commission, DG Migration and 
Home Affairs 

 

Whistleblower protection and open data are unanimously recognized as key measures to deter and detect 

corruption in public procurement. Open data and citizen engagement are a way to contribute to enhancing 

a culture of accountability and transparency; whistleblower protection is crucial to encourage the reporting 

of misconducts, frauds or corruption. Although the EU, OECD or the Council of Europe and NGOs at local 

and global level have recognized whistleblower protection and open data as key tools to address corruption 

and malpractices, there has been no assessment of the impact of these measures adopted by Member 

States or by EU Agencies.  

This project addresses the need for assessing the impact of whistleblower legislation and open data policy 

on public procurement in seven member states (Austria, Estonia, France, Ireland, Italy, Romania, and 

Slovenia) in order to develop an ICT tool for the public administrations (from local authorities to public 

companies). 

 

RePerS: Mutual Trust and Social Rehabilitation into Practice 

 

Period of implementation: January 2018 – January 2020 

Consortium: Romanian Center for European Policies 

(Romania), LiderJust (Romania), University of Turin (Italy), 

Amapola (Italy), Italian Ministry of Justice (Italy) and 

University A Coruña (Spain). 

Funding: DG Justice, European Commission 

 

 

The project aims to promote mutual trust and to contribute to the effective application of the three FDs 

implementing mutual recognition between Member States when transferring individuals serving prison 

sentences (FD 2008/909/JHA), persons subject to probation and alternative sanctions (FD 2008/947/JHA) 

and supervision measures as an alternative to provisional detention (FD 2009/829/JHA).  

Projects 
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The project proposes to help national judicial and administrative authorities discussing the current problems 

and identifying shared solutions, identify a model of cooperation between the states and set up a system 

of collection of quantitative and qualitative information on the transfers.  

 

Trust and Social Rehabilitation in Action  

 

Period of Implementation: October 2018 – October 

2020 

 

Consortium: Romanian Center for European 

Policies (CRPE), University of Turin (Italy), Amapola 

(Italy), Italian Ministry of Justice (Italy) and University 

A Coruña (Spain). 

 

Funding: DG Justice, European Commission 

 

 

The project focuses on two acts concerning judicial cooperation in criminal matters in the EU, namely 

Framework Decision 2008/947/JHA on the application of the principle of mutual recognition to judgments 

and probation decisions with a view to the supervision of probation measures and alternative sanctions and 

Framework Decision 2009/829/JHA on the application, between Member States of the European Union, of 

the principle of mutual recognition to decisions on supervision measures as an alternative to provisional 

detention. The aim is to strengthen national authorities and practitioners’ knowledge and awareness in 

Romania, Italy and Spain while improving cooperation among them in relation to the FD at issue, with a 

potential spillover effect to other Member States. 

 

 

II. Agriculture and rural development 

Research and advocacy for positioning agriculture high-schools as hubs for small and 

medium farmers 

  

Period of implementation: October 2015 – October 2020 

Consortium: World Vision Romania, Civitas Foundation, 

Junior Achievement Romania and Foundation Center 

Entrepreneurship and Executive Development in Romania 

(CEED) 

Funding: Romanian-American Foundation 

 

The project is currently addressing the topic of high schools as community educational hubs with an active 

role for the development of small and medium farms and agricultural businesses, providing services for 

both youngsters and adults. In the framework of the project, CRPE focuses on documentation and advocacy 

activities in order to ensure further premises for program’s sustainability and for addressing the aim at a 

larger scale. 



5 

In addition, the project aims to stimulate and support the stakeholders (public and private) to be involved in 

the development of rural areas, particularly in the field of agriculture (in the 12 high schools involved in the 

program and beyond them), by prioritizing agricultural education and establishing data-driven, coherent 

national strategies and programs in this respect. 

 

Monitoring of policy implementation and impact assessment of the program “Rural 

development through entrepreneurship and association” 

                                                                               

Period of implementation: October 2016 – January 

2019 

Funding: Romanian-American Foundation 

 

 

 

 

The project aims at assessing the impact of small farmers’ association in order to gain access to the market, 

grow from an economic point of view and thus represent a chance for the conservation and flourishment of 

Romanian traditional rural livelihoods. CRPE researched the implementation of the RAF pilot program 

which created and developed four small farmers’ associative entities in all the historic regions of Romania: 

Legume de Vidra, Lunca Someșului Mic, Miere de Câmpie and the Târgu Frumos.  

Moreover, the project aims at contributing to the research on small farmers’ access to market models and 

also to alternative approaches to farmers’ extension – information and consultancy services in other 

relevant EU countries. 

 

III. Social Policies, Anti-poverty and Anti-discrimination: 

Mind the gap! – Facilitating access to and take up of Youth Guarantee measures by Roma 

youth in Bulgaria, Hungary and Romania 

 

Period of implementation: September 2017 – October 

2019 

Consortium: Romanian Center for European Policies 

(CRPE), Center for the Study of Democracy (CSD), 

Budapest Institute (BI), Roma Entrepreneurship 

Development Initiative (REDI) and World without 

Borders (WWB) 

Funding: Open Society Institute 
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The project sets out to address the problem of young Roma’s integration on the labor market by means of 

the national and EU funded Youth Guarantee schemes, whose implementation started in the last three-four 

years in all of the three countries: Romania, Hungary and Bulgaria. 

The main objectives of the projects are to critically assess the national Youth Guarantee measures’ 

outreach to Roma youth, to map local stakeholders in 10 localities in each country, to identify institutional 

barriers, drivers and good practices, to facilitate local partnerships between a sample of local PES offices 

and potential non-governmental stakeholders and equip them with knowledge on the existing policy, 

monitoring framework and potential future financing opportunities. 

 

Assessment of the involvement and encouraging the potential of Local Action Groups in 

Romania in order to promote the economic integration of the Roma in rural areas 

 

Period of implementation: December 2016 – March 2018  

Consortium: Romanian Center for European Policies 

(CRPE), Policy Center for Roma and Minorities (PCRM) and 

National Federation of Local Action Groups in Romania 

(FNGAL). 

Funding: Open Society Institute 

 

 

The project sets out to provide selected Local Action Groups (LAGs) with best practice examples from other 

relevant European countries of successful Roma economic integration measures through LEADER 

approach, to render the existing measures functional by engaging the Roma themselves in selected LAGs 

in project design, to increase awareness and understanding by the Romanian decision-makers and other 

stakeholders of the Roma economic integration dimension (in terms of employment and entrepreneurship) 

of LAGs for the period 2014-2020 as both grassroots European funds managers and Roma integration 

evidence-based policy suppliers and to advocate for the implementation of the respective policy proposals 

coming from LAGs. 

 

IV. Youth and civic activism: 

A new narrative for NATO – a more engaging one for youths 

 

      Period of implementation: August 2018 –    

      December 2018 

       Funding: NATO’s Public Diplomacy Division     

       (PDD) 

 

The project aims at engaging young people and exposing them in a friendly and age appropriate manner 

to the role of NATO in the current international context, its aims and objectives, cooperation mechanisms 

and impact on their day-to-day life. In addition, an educational toolkit for teachers is developed – a set of 
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explanatory and innovative materials that can help them learn about NATO and related concepts in an 

engaging and interesting way.  

Hence, high school students from Eastern and North-Eastern regions of Romania are involved in the 

project’s activities: interactive competitions and a final study visit to Bucharest, thus having the opportunity 

to meet inspirational NATO officials, experts and visiting relevant institutions. 

 

A new narrative for EU elections and beyond: how to engage youth  

Period of implementation: September 2018 – October 

2019 

Consortium: Romanian Center for European Policies 

(Romania), National University of Political Studies and 

Public Administration (Romania) and Inter Alia (Greece) 

Funding: European Commission, Erasmus Plus 

program, KA2: Cooperation for innovation and the 

exchange of good practices 

 

The project aims to raise awareness and know-how among youth on the importance of EU 2019 elections 

and empower young people and youth workers with the needed tools to gain momentum and influence over 

EU’s direction through interactive and user friendly methods. 

An interactive platform (http://youthvote2019.eu) is designed to allow user friendly interaction with youths 

and promote critical thinking and argumentative speeches (organizing interactive quiz competitions and e-

debate competitions). In addition, the youths and youth workers from Romania and Greece, winners of the 

e-debate competition, will participate to a six-day training in Brussels and will benefit from a guideline on 

lessons’ learnt on how to empower them on the importance of EU elections and combating online 

disinformation campaigns. 

 

Future of Europe: Bringing more union into the European Union  

Period of implementation: September 2018 – October 

2019  

Consortium: Romanian Center for European Policies 

(CRPE), National School of Political Science and Public 

Administration (Romania), Risk Monitor (Bulgaria),  Institut 

for European Politics (Germany),  Inter Alia (Greece) 

Funding: European Commission, Europe for Citizens 

program, Strand2: Democratic engagement and civic 

participation 

 

The project targets young people, students, activists from Romania, Bulgaria, Germany and Greece with 

an interest in the recent street protests and demonstrations and engaged in the public debate that can 

further create appropriate mechanisms to combat the lack of trust in the EU and Euroscepticism. 

http://youthvote2019.eu/
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The main objectives of the project are to organize interactive online debate competitions on EU elections 

and Video Storytelling with youths and activists focusing on EU challenges (Euroscepticism, democratic 

deficit, EU elections) and to elaborate position papers and key recommendations based on the findings 

during the project. 

V. Technical assistance for organizing EU-related events 

‘AICI EUROPA’ Contract 

 

Period of implementation: January 2015 – May 2019 

Funding: European Commission Representation in 

Romania 

 

 

 

 

 

During the period 2015-2019, CRPE provides technical assistance to the European Commission 

Representation in Romania for the organization of national conferences, round tables and meetings, for the 

purpose of communicating and stimulating debates concerning the EU priorities, as well as giving rise to 

reactions and proposals in relation to European policies.  

 

The project encouraged free discussions on European subjects of interest, generated by the current 

developments at political and institutional level, as well as those related to the economic, social and cultural 

dimension of the European phenomenon. Several long-term platforms for public debate have been 

produced, concentrated on Romania’s role in the European Union. By means of these meetings, it was 

created the necessary framework for a specialized analysis of the most important matters of the European 

context, on the one hand, and for defining a Romanian view on the future European political and institutional 

architecture, on the other hand. 

 

At the request of the European Commission Representation in Romania, CRPE organized over 80 such 

events until now, ensuring even the thematic foundation and the corresponding follow-up activities. 

Furthermore, CRPE proposed to the EC Representation, during the contracting period, new prevailing 

topics for this kind of events, ensuring: 

 Informed and timely reporting with regard to the political, economic and social situation in Romania, 

in order to assist the Commission in policy-making/feedback; 

 Maintenance of a permanent contact with the national and local authorities, public administration 

bodies, diplomatic corps, political parties, social partners, international financial institutions, civil 

society, think-thanks, opinion leaders and understanding of their views/obtaining feedback and 

relevant input with regard to European policies, local political scene, other Member States’ 

perspectives, impact upon the civil society, anti-corruption and justice reform, regional and external 

relations; 

 Early update on the implementation stage of EU policies at national level; 

 Feedback to the specialized departments of the Representation and/or DGs. 
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VI. Social Justice and Human Rights 

 

E-PROTECT: Enhancing the protection of children – victims of crime 

Period of implementation: September 2017- 

September 2019 

Consortium: Romanian Center for European Policies 

(Romania), Law and Internet Foundation (Bulgaria), 

Vienna Center for Societal Security (Austria), Defense for 

Children International (Italy), South-East European 

Research Centre (Greece) 

Funding: European Commission, DG Justice 

 

The project aims to develop, deploy and maintain a transnational online platform in English, Bulgarian, 

German, Italian, Romanian and Czech in order to provide comparative legal and practical advice to the 

variety of professionals working with children-victims of crime (lawyers, judges, prosecutors, law 

enforcement agencies, psychologist, social workers, etc.) on reinforcing the application of Directive 

2012/29/EU and Directive 2004/80/EC. In addition, the consortium will elaborate a methodology aimed at 

individualized needs assessment of the child victims of crime.  

 

PRESENT: Enhancing the Right to be Present 

Period of implementation:  January 2018 – December 

2019 

Consortium: Romanian Center for European Policies 

(Romania), Law and Internet Foundation (Bulgaria), Vienna 

Centre for Societal Security (Austria), University of Cyprus, 

Comenius University (Slovakia), Portucalense Institute for 

Legal Research (Portugal). 

Funding: DG Justice, European Commission 

 

The project addresses the direct need of training and receiving insight on the changes that are going to be 

incorporated in the legislation of European countries in order to transpose EU Directive 2016/343 on the 

strengthening of certain aspects of the presumption of innocence and of the right to be present at the trial 

in criminal. 

The aim of the project is to provide training to legal practitioners, prosecutors, and judges, who will then 

contribute to the enhancement of the right to be present at the trial in criminal proceedings. 
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E-UNITE: European Youth Network for Diversity and Tolerance 

Period of implementation: April 2017 – June 2019  

Consortium: Romanian Center for European Policies 

(Romania), University of Nicosia (Cyprus), Law and 

Internet Foundation (Bulgaria), HIGGS - Higher Incubator 

Giving Growth & Sustainability (Greece), Celje Youth 

Center (Slovenia), Institute for Economic, Political and 

Social Studies (Kosovo) 

Funding: European Commission, Erasmus Plus 

program, KA2: Cooperation for innovation and the 

exchange of good practices 

 

The project aims to develop the foundations of an international youth network (the E-UNITE network), which 

aims to promote community-led initiatives in the fields of tolerance, inclusivity and diversity.  

The main output of the project – the E-UNITE Hub – allows for the convergence of young minds and 

exchange of ideas, as well as support for such initiatives. The Hub is a baseline for exchange of know-how 

and good practices of youth workers, which are interested in working on those community-led initiatives. 
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I. Debates 

 

The future of Europe: democratic challenges in the European Union and the role of civic 

engagement (23 November 2018) 

We searched for ideas to understand how the recent massive 

civic movements in Central and Eastern Europe and those 

taking place in founding EU Member States can relaunch the 

participation in the EU elections or contribute to the scenarios 

concerning the future of the EU. 

We discussed with civic groups, activists, students, NGOs 

and journalists about solutions to the challenges of the EU, 

how democracy can and must be defended through civic 

actions, protests, disclosures, and press inquiries. The 

discussions brought together activists and representatives of 

the civic movements from Central and Eastern Europe, 

Germany, Greece and the Republic of Moldova. 

 

Bucharest Pre-Presidency Conference (22 November 2018) 

The meeting was organized by CRPE and the Trans 

European Policy Studies Association (TEPSA), with the 

support of National Bank of Romania ahead of Romanian’s 

first Presidency of the EU Council starting on January 1st 

2019. The conference intended to put on the public agenda, 

in line with the priorities of the Romanian Presidency, the 

following topics: the future of European integration and multi-

speed Europe; the future of the Multi-Annual Financial 

Framework; Energy, Transport and Security; Brexit; the 

Eastern Neighborhood and the 2019 European elections. 

 

EUROSFAT Forum: The future of the European Common Agricultural Policy after 2020 – How to 

foster the next generation of young farmers (8 June 2018) 

The debates were organized in the margins of EUROSFAT 

2018 Forum and focused on the status and scenarios of the 

negotiations for the future of the Common Agricultural Policy 

(CAP) and also the issue of preparing the future generation of 

farmers, especially about their needs and requests and also 

about the professional and agricultural technical education. 

The meeting was attended by over 120 participants, among 

which representatives of public administration, civil society, 

embassies, experts, teachers and school directors from 15 

agricultural high schools. 

Events 
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The Sector of Agricultural Cooperatives in Romania – present and future perspectives (19 

October 2018) 

The meeting was attended by representatives of the 

Romanian Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, 

cooperatives, experts and partners of the Romanian-

American Foundation (RAF) consortium.  

The conclusions emphasized that agriculture and small and 

medium-sized farmers in Romania still need to be 

associated, but not just “on paper”. The support for 

cooperatives must be maintained and deepened in the 

National Strategic Plan for the post-2020Common 

Agricultural Policy. 

 

Debate on enhancing the protection of children victims of crime (20 September 2018) 

The debate organized by CRPE was focused on the 

transposition and the implementation of the EU Directive 

2012/29/EU on the rights, support and protection of victims 

of crime in Romania.  

During the meeting, the situation on the national level was 

presented and the public policy options were promoted in the 

national legal framework regarding the protection of victims 

of crime. 

 

 

II. Workshops 
 

Workshop on the protection of children – victims of crime, perspectives and experiences of 

professionals (27 November – 4 December 2018) 

CRPE organized two workshops – in Iasi and Cluj counties - 

for psychologists, police representatives, child protection and 

social assistance services about child protection with the aim 

to develop an individual assessment methodology for the 

identification of protective measures in case of child victims 

of crime. 

The seminars brought together professionals working in the 

field of child protection, public policy experts from the Ministry 

of Labor and Social Justice and Ministry of Justice, experts 

and practitioners of The National Authority for Child Rights 

Protection and Adoption.  

The aim of the meetings was to raise the overall awareness on child rights, granted by Directive 2012/29/EU 
and to inspire a cooperation among the large variety of professionals which deal with child victims of crime 
and often are their first point of contact. 
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Workshop on the Youth Guarantee – seeking better solutions for Romania (30 October 
2018) 

CRPE discussed to over 40 youth aged 16-24 years old who 

are not included in any form of educational system, 

employment or training (NEETs) from Ploiesti city and 

villages from Prahova county, but also with the local and 

national authorities about their views regarding the labor 

market, challenges and solutions brought about by the YG 

program implementation in Romania. 

Some of the solutions debated include: organizing of jobs 

and outreach events in the rural areas; stimulating the 

involvement of employers in apprenticeships and trainings, 

but also in the dual educational system; a more efficient inter-

institutional communication; organizing subsidized and nationally recognized courses in fields which are 

required on the labor market; a more active psycho-pedagogical counselling in high schools. 

 

  

 

III. Training and study visits 
 

Training sessions in Vaslui, Buzau and Vrancea counties (9-19 November 2018): 

#WeAreNATO: How to tell high school students about NATO? 

During 9-19 November, we organized three training 

sessions in Vaslui, Buzau and Vrancea counties with over 

40 high school teachers, specialized in humanities, history 

and social sciences.  

We discussed about how they could inform their students 

about the North Atlantic Alliance, its importance, the stakes 

and influences in the region or more recent dangers, such 

as disinformation or propaganda. We introduced an 

interactive educational toolkit to the high school teachers, 

which may be taught to the students. 
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#WeAreNATO: Study Visit in Bucharest (14-15 December 2018) 

The study visit was attended by 27 high school students and 

teachers from Vaslui, Buzau and Vrancea. They were the 

winners of an interactive competition about NATO, which 

consisted in the production of essays, drawings, 

infographics or animations about what NATO means to the 

high school students, what they know about the North 

Atlantic Alliance and where they collect information on this 

topic from. 

We had meetings with American officials, specialists in 

military, political and communication matters from the U.S. 

Embassy Bucharest, as well as with members of the NATO 

Force Integration Unit in Bucharest, where we had the opportunity to discuss on the strategic partnership 

between Romania and the United States, the presence of NATO in Romania and the specific challenges 

to the Eastern Flank. 

Selection of drawings produced by high school students during the competition on NATO 
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State-owned companies in Romania. Preventing corruption, 
clientelism and state capture

•The national report analyses the situation of SOCs, the development of the legal
framework, the enforcement of the law and provides examples of effects of a
governance framework on the good operation of public companies.

• This report reflects the results of the research in the Romanian case study
measuring the extent of corruption and clientelism in state-owned companies.

•Based on mixed data collection methodology, the research underlines that here
has been a significant improvement of the corporate governance legal framework
for state-owned companies, even though it was not fully applied and the latest
attempts of the Parliament to except a large number of SOEs from the criteria of
corporate governance diminish its applicability and makes it useless.

Inclusion of Roma living in Rural Areas. The Social Dimension of 
European Funds for Rural Development 2014-2020 in Romania

•This report is based on research that was set out to analyse, first of all, whether or
not the existing funds for rural development are aimed at promoting social inclusion
and reducing poverty in vulnerable groups and how these funds are designed to
achieve this.

•Secondly, the report sets out to address the extent to which these objectives have
been achieved halfway through the programming period. Lastly, it focuses on the
stories, needs and proposals of the stakeholders and it makes recommendations –
both in terms of content of the measures and in terms of architecture and
implementation mechanisms of the funds.

•The report also includes an extensive compendium of best practices and
successful projects in this field in other European countries, which can serve as
role models for Romania.

Creation and development of agricultural cooperatives – Evaluation 
of the model tested in the programme “Rural Development through 
Entrepreneurship and Association”

•The report in part of an in-depth analysis of CRPE with the support of Romanian-
American Foundation (RAF) that aims to help the formation of three agricultural
cooperatives in Romania by piloting a support model provided to farmers for about
three years by organizations with expertise in community facilitation and rural
economic development.

•The report shows which of the RAF “ingredients” for Romanian cooperatives are the
most important and lead to the development of a successful cooperative, what other
types of cooperatives can be found outside of this model and how they work so that
we have a clearer understanding of what should be the next steps towards a public
policy for this sector.

Publications 
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TEAM 

Board of Directors 

 

 

Permanent Staff  

 

Alexandra Toderita

Executive Director

•Areas of expertise: Rural 
development, social inclusion 
and vulnerable groups and 
vocational education and 
training (VET)

Bianca Toma

Programme Director

•Areas of expertise: Good 
Governance, Justice and EU 
Affairs

Ruxandra Popescu

Programme Director

•Areas of expertise: 
Diplomacy, European 
Governance, European Union 
Law and its applicability

Alexandru Damian - Researcher

•Areas of expertise: European 
Affairs, European Elections, 
Justice and the Neighborhood 
Policy of the European Union, 
Republic of Moldova and the 
Western Balkans.

Catalina Meirosu - Researcher

•Areas of expertise: Economic 
Diplomacy, European Governance, 
Social and Agricultural Policies and 
Migration.

Adina Lica - Researcher

•Areas of expertise: European 
Governance, Europeanisation, the 
system of Elections within the EU 
and Political Participation. 

Andrada Cilibiu  - Researcher

•Areas of expertise: gender 
studies, social policies in the EU, 
Political Institutions and the impact 
of minorities on the national 
policies. 

Oana Ganea – Sociologist

•Areas of expertise: quantitative 
and qualitative research, 
evaluation projects, social services 
and rural area in Republic of 
Moldova.
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