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Implications of the view that the 

CVM is not delivering
ÂThe EUõs credibility as a transformative power;

ÂBulgariaõs and Romaniaõs credibility as law-
abiding EU democracies;

ÂBulgariaõs and Romaniaõs prospects for a social 
and economic catch-up 

ÂFurther enlargement in general and prospects 
for EU membership of the Western Balkans and 
Turkey in particular



The twofold purpose of the CVM

ÂTo reassure Member States and the European 

Parliament that Bulgaria and Romania will fully 

comply with EU rules and standards

ÂTo guide Bulgaria and Romania in their 

preparation for full compliance with EU rules 

and standards (òallowing Bulgarian citizens to 

reap the full benefits of EU membershipó) 



The CVM as a sanctioning 

mechanism?
ÂCVM as a post-accession conditionality 

instrument

ÂConditionality as a sticks-and-carrots-game

ÂUnfortunate linkage between the CVM and Art. 
36, 37 and 38 of Bulgariaõs and Romaniaõs 
Accession Treaty (provisions for safeguard 
measures)



A non-dual conditionality 

paradigm 

ÂReactive reinforcement (withholding rewards)

ÂCoercive reinforcement (inflicting punishment)

ÂSupportive reinforcement (giving support); 

presupposes constructive cooperation on both 

sides



The CVM and stakeholders

EU

Â Commission

Â Council

Â Individual Member States

Â European Parliament

Â Civil society and media

Bulgaria

Â Government

Â Civil Society



The Bulgarian Government

Stanishev (2005 ð2009)

Â Perceived CVM as 

humiliation & sanctioning 

mechanism; wanted CVM 

lifted or modified

Â Threatened the EU that 

sanctions could boost 

extremists & Euroscepticism

Â Neglected problems with 

corruption & org. crime 

Â Lack of cooperation with the 

Commission

Borissov (2009 - )

Â Electoral victory on the 

ballot of fight against 

corruption

Â Corruption & organized 

crime are not any longer 

neglected

Â Positive assessment of the 

CVM  

Â Constructive cooperation 

with the Commission


