Meeting at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs – Petrit Selimi  

After a short presentation about the activities and mission of the Kosova Ministry of Foreign Affaris, Petrit Selimi described the situation in Kosovo as being a “closed economy due the recent wars and the now happening riots”. 
The issue of the unrecognized independence was brought to discussion, the main problem being Serbia’s refusal and reluctance to engage in any discussion on this topic or to take a stand on the UN Security Council resolution and Kosovo’s autonomy rights. 
With respect to the European Union, all member states, except Romania, Greece, Cyprus, Slovakia and Spain recognize Kosovo. In its efforts to closely work with EU, following the UN General Assembly resolution last year (9th September 2010), Petrit Selimi emphasized that dialogue is part of the EU integration process, as well as the means to prove that Kosovo is a responsible actor in the international community. The EU integration process is also seen as an efficient factor for the bettering of Kosovo-Serbia relations.
Regarding Greece’s stand on the independence of Kosovo, the deputy minister stated that while Greece doesn’t recognize independence, the diplomatic ties and dialogue are very open, active and strong, while in the case of Romania-Kosovo relations he underlined the historic ties (the marking point of his childhood being the fall of Ceausescu). After 2000, when the power changed in Romania the ties became colder. The respite for the recent ICJ ruling regarding Kosovo was mentioned as a marking point of this separation. The economy of Romania is very much respected in Kosovo and ties in this direction would be regarded as beneficial in the Kosovar political and economic landscape. Selimi also mentioned the existence of the Romanian office in Pristina which is participating very actively in dialogue. He stated that in his opinion the issue is not about Hungarians, but about Transnistria and Moldova which has been ignored by the international community, and until a model is found for that region, Romania will not show any understanding for the Kosovar problem. 
Kosovo is yet to privatize its telecom and coal. Its social issues are being tackled by economic means (‘brain gain and financial gain’, liquid assets). Also, Pristina is growing, family dissemination is happening very quickly; they are experiencing a real-estate boom and a highway was built by an American company. 

Regarding its political landscape, Kosovo now has a woman president, Atifete Jahjaga, which was a non-partisan solution, and Petrit Selimi stated that he is very proud of her as he sees the president as a unifier of parties. There is a new government which promises new negotiations with international organizations and powerful lobby towards African and Caribbean countries.

For the question of one of the Romanian delegates related to Kosovo’s relation with Albania, Petrit Selimi answered that Albania was under severe communism; therefore a strong division was felt for almost 50 years. In 1991 the president of Kosovo recommended to both Albania and Serbia that Kosovo should be independent. Kosovo has no intention of uniting with Albania, although there is a faction that militates for this goal. However it is not an aim for the political elites, nor has it trickled down to the people. 
Another question on the side of the Romanian delegation targeted the concrete steps Kosovo is making to normalize its relationship with its neighbors. The reply was that the main issue is solely connected to one neighbor, Serbia. It is the only state in the vicinity which has not recognized Kosovo. “We are in a dialogue with Serbia in order to find compromises to help Serbia come to terms with our existence”. The trade stamps boycott and trade boycott generally - mediated by the UN - was a political choice. Serbia is in a financial crisis therefore it is ready to re-engage in dialogue on this matter. Nonetheless, police was sent to reinforce the reciprocity measures. At first it was about stamps, now it is about territory (North of Kosovo). “Opening the borders of the Federal Yugoslavia is opening Pandora’s Box. The North is ruled by far-right radicals and smugglers.” 
The question “what is your strategy towards Romania in economic terms or regarding civil society communication?” met with the following answer. Kosovo has been in contact with several Romanian tech companies or American companies that have outsourced to Romania. Politically, communication only happens unofficially in neutral venues (e.g. 4th of July parties at the US embassy).  Civil society communication is happening through initiatives like this one or exchanges through projects. “People must come to Pristina to see what is happening on the ground and lose their prejudices.”
One more delicate question pertaining to a member of the Romanian delegation was: “How would you make the case that it is in Romania’s interest to reverse its decision and recognize Kosovo?” Petrit Selimi’s answer: “If Romania is dedicated to peace in the Balkans…We are working on principle grounds. As a matter of principle, I think Romania should recognize Kosovo if it is dedicated to peace in the Balkans. Russia scared everybody by its warning that Kosovo’s independence will launch a chain-reaction – nothing happened. Romania will see that there is no spillover effect and will realize no major change in the international political scene is going to take place.”
Radu Vrabie, program director at the Foreign Policy Association of Moldova brought to discussion the issue of other separatist areas in the Eurasian space and their rights or non-rights to self-determination, stating that Russia has the same discourse and the same arguments as Kosovo regarding their borders. It was replied that Kosovo’s arguments are legally backed by The Hague Court and ICJ. Kosovo is a sui-generis case which is not comparable with other cases such as Palestine, South-Ossetia or others. Kosovo is reluctant to such comparisons because they all have different political, cultural and social realities and Kosovo’s independence was not declared unilaterally, it wasn’t an unexpected event. France, Germany, NATO and the US were the actors that played an important role in this as much as they had done in Serbia or Bosnia before. 

Stanislav Secrieru and Matei Dobrovei have turned the discussion to the European route Kosovo is willing to take and have emphasized the issues of the visa-free regime and the stabilization pact. The Deputy Minister told that up to 2011 the EU integration process has been less of a priority since the focus was on state building; nonetheless, a launching of this initiative will soon take place. Regarding the accusations of lagging behind it was replied that progress is definitely visible for whoever is willing to see it, but there are of course a lot of remaining issues. In almost three years, Kosovo dealt with implementing a Constitution, has had two changes of presidents, and the burden of tackling the unemployment rate and tax system as a newly existing state. 
