Meeting with Representatives of the Parliamentary Assembly: Jakup Krasniqi, Zenun Pajaziti, Ahmet Isufi, Lutfi Haziri, Goran Marinkoviq, Ardian Gjini

Following a welcoming address and an introduction of the participants by the President of the Parliamentary Assembly, Mr. Jakup Krasniqi, the focus shifted towards the democratic changes that took place in the Balkans and the sui-generis case of Kosovo, “a historical fortune characteristic for us”, in the words of Mr. Krasniqi. 

In the case of Kosovo, the standards for the improvement of democracy and societal conditions are seen as being above the standards of the region and at a European level. Building democratic institutions has been the political will of all citizens of Kosovo. The role the international community has played is immensely valued: support in repairing the damages of war, in creating stability and the legal infrastructure which is in conformity with EU legislation. “We are aware that it is easier to make and draft the laws than to implement them. Our parliamentary commissions are monitoring the implementation of our laws. We have the good will to build a democratic country”.
The Northern part of Kosovo might represent a problem for the creation of a democratic country as there are several issues due to the inaction of institutions (at a local, regional, international level) and due to the reluctance of the Serbian population in the area to submit to the rule of law. “We have showed maturity in tackling the aggressive behavior in the north”. Otherwise, it can be observed that there is a good integration of Serbs in the political and institutional life. Parliamentary elections stand as an example in this sense. Ardian Gjini stated that Kosovo is unique in its institutional set-up, being an “almost non-territory federation”. In this sense, the Parliamentary Assembly is protecting the constitutional rights of all the Kosovar Serbs. This view was also supported by Goran Marinkovic who stated that the Serbian community is a minority in the Parliament; nonetheless is important and significant having three Ministers and several Deputy Ministers. 
Regarding the presence of the international community in and the functionality of the state without the presence of the international actors, Mr. Krasniqi stated that a reduced military presence from 1999 onwards, as well as a reduced presence of UN personnel indicates that Kosovo’s declaration of independence has created, contrary to the expectations, a safe and secure environment also for itself and for its neighbors. If there is the dialogue with Serbia the need for the reduction in KFOR personnel will be severely felt as well. “During 2012 Kosovo will be functional without international presence. We will need assistance and supervision from the EU for the EU integration process, but in other areas we are able to assume all responsibilities (such as the rule of law, military, economic development)”. 

Valentin Burada, director of the Romanian Federation of Development NGOs (FOND) commented on the role the civil society played in Romania’s case for the European integration process and added that is further replicated in Moldova. Furthermore, he asked about details on how this process is working for the Kosovar society? In his answer, Mr. Krasniqi stated that Kosovo is a new democracy, but several successes in cooperation with civil society have been registered. “We can be monitored constantly by civil society”, he said.
