Meeting with Civil Society Leaders at the European Information and Cultural Center
In the opening address for this event, the director of the Soros Foundation, Mr. Luan Shllaku stated that  civil society development is not necessarily synonymous with NGO development. At present, in Kosovo there are approximately 7500 registered NGOs, which should give everyone and idea of the spirit of the civic society, although, in a joking spirit Mr. Shllaku said that the civic spirit might have been at higher rates during Milosevic’s time when there were only three or four registered organizations.  

A question and answer session between the two sides participating in the event, the Romanian and the Kosovar, focused on how civil society dialogue can be improved, on the impact the Kosovar NGOs  feel are having or not on the society and on the empowering of the people to take ownership of their lives. The present representatives of the Kosovar NGOs argued that they are more policy oriented, with a focus on public policy, and according to several assessments they do a very good job and consider they have a great impact in the governmental decision-making process. Closeness to the government should be understood in the sense that NGOs need to correct governmental initiatives by bringing the input of the civil society into attention and by pushing that it is taken into consideration and included (e.g. vocality on the visa-liberalization issue).

The impact of the organized civil society can be measured in three phases according to our hosts: high until the war, lower during the war followed by a consolidation of the civil society after 2000. Yet, the last step which followed the Kosovar elections when the government simply refused to pay attention and implement the recommendations of the NGOs, materialized when many NGO activists went into politics in order to influence it from within. Yet, it should be remembered that the activists are not government advisors. Another way in which the impact can be measured is that now there are television shows which act as watchdogs for policy initiatives. Nonetheless, the question remains of what percentage of the recommendations are being taken into account afterwards and how they are implemented.

Civil society is not necessarily organized in a society, and that is a problem. The government is used as the ultimate resort to fulfill the requests of the civil society representatives. And while the Ahtisaari package has been implemented in Kosovo, the exception being the North region, and it can be said that there is no discussion about two or three civil societies, but about one which cooperates and shares ideas, it can be said that there are still issues that keep different segments of the society at a distance from one another. And the main issue is politics, “politics is intertwined with civil society”.
One point of agreement of the different segments of the Kosovar society is that the international community represented by different organizations should rethink their strategies as “their view and their politics and their discourses in Kosovo and on Kosovo are always contradictory, as elsewhere. If we always have new missions from the international community, we will never grow. We don’t want our hand to be hold, we want partners. We want ownership of our life and our political decisions, we don’t want that our leaders are chosen in Brussels for instance or that decisions are taken somewhere else for us. The last country report on Kosovo mentions political corruption and then civil society is blamed for not reporting. We cannot report that, we don’t see it. It doesn’t happen in front of our eyes. We need monitoring help. Therefore, we need partners; we are not looking to oust everyone out.”
