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1 „Adio, spa�iul Schengen! Ce pierde România” (Farewell Schengen Space! What does Romania have to lose), 
Evenimentul zilei, 22 December 2010.  
2 „Pa�apoartele pentru moldoveni nu sunt pe placul Parisului” ( Paris does not like Passports for Moldovans), România 
liber� , 12 November 2010. 
3 „Fran�a: România nu poate adera la spa�iul Schengen din cauza moldovenilor” (France: Romania cannot join 
Schengen because of Moldovans), Adev� rul 10 December 2010.   
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 &�@�� ���� �	��� $��� ���������� ������  �
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�����
�	�� ����� ���
�� �
��� ����
�  	
��� ��� ���� �������9���� �� �	!� ���� 
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��	������ ���� ���	��	��
����.����� &��
��������������������������������������������������������
4 „Four EU Nations Stoke Fears of an Immigrant Flood”, 14 August 2010, 
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2010436,00.html, accesed at 25 March 2011. 
5 This case refers to the status of persons living in the former British colonies, more precisely to the fact that Great Britain 
granted the right to vote/candidate for the European Parliament (EP) to „Qualifying Commonwealth Citizens” (QCC), over 
18 from Gibraltar. Spain chalenged this decision arguing that only European citizens can candidate/vote for the EP and QCC 
are off this limitation. Great Britain claimed that citizens of other teritories/countries that are part of Commonwealth have 
also this status. QCC means this persons do not have British citizenship, i.e European citizenship, but they have the right to 
live in Great Britain and take part in the elections for the National and European Parliament (there were 1 milion QCC in 
2004). Moreover, Great Britain, supported by the Commission, has drawn attention to the fact that member states are not 
conditioned by European law on who they grant these rights. Consequently, member states can grant – according to 
citizenship legislation – electoral rights to persons enjoying ”special connections” to them. In the same time, EU has pledged 
to respect diversity and national identities. For a complete picture on this case, see http://curia.europa.eu/jurisp/cgi-
bin/form.pl?lang=en  
6 The principle according to which the nationality of a person is determined at birth or gaining citizenship according to the 
nationality of (one of) his/her parents.   
7 Iordachi, Constantin, “Country Report: Romania”, EUDO Citizenship Observatory, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced 
Studies, European University Institute, Badia Fiesolana 2010, p. 7, http://eudo-citizenship.eu/docs/CountryReports/Romania.pdf  
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8 See for example Irina Culic, „Dual Citizenship Policies in Central and Eastern Europe”, ISPMN Working Papers on 
Minority Studies: 15, p. 17. 
9 „Calvarul cet�� eniei române pentru moldoveni” (The Nightmare of Romanian Citizenship for Moldovans), Ziua, 21 March 
2007. 
10 Iordachi, op. cit. , p. 15.;  O.U.G. nr.167/2001 privind suspendarea aplic� rii prevederilor art. 35 din Legea cet�� eniei nr. 
21/1991, republicat� , în Monitorul Oficial al României nr. 802/14 decembrie 2001 � i O.U.G. nr.160/2002  privind 
suspendarea aplic� rii unor dispozi�ii din Legea cet�� eniei române nr. 21/1991, în Monitorul Oficial al României nr. 850/25 
noiembrie 2002. 
11 Iordachi, op. cit., p. 15-16.  
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13 O.U.G. nr.147/2008 pentru modificarea � i completarea Legii cet�� eniei române nr. 21/1991, în Monitorul Oficial al 
României, nr. 765/13 noiembrie 2008. 

14 Law on citizenship provides at art. 10, paragraph. 1, that Romanian citizenship ”can also be granted to persons that 
lost this citizenship” (including on their own will), a right that can – in theory – benefit (also) Moldovan citizens 
descendents of former Romanian citizens. Persons that were never Romanian citizens – including Moldovans – can also 
chose the way of naturalization (art. 8), that provides, however, a minimum of eight years of residence on Romanian 
teritory or five for those married with a Romanian citizen. However, Moldovans use this way much less often. 
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15 Jus solis is the principle that decides the nationality of a person (automaticly at birth or after birth) over the state in 
which he/she was born.  
16 Patrick Weil, Alexis Spire, Christophe Bertossi, op.cit, p. 7.  
17 Naturalization can be granted without a previous residence period if the immigrant, inter alia: 1) provided military 
service in a French army unit or volunteered in times of war in French or allied armies; 2) brought exceptional service to 
France, or its naturalization represents an ”exceptional interest” for France (art. 21-19). Before entry into force of the ”Law 
of Immigration and Integration” of 24 July 2006, this article mentioned another cathegory of persons where this condition 
did not apply: (former) residents of a teritory or state over which France exerted its sovereignty, protectorate, 
mandate or tutoring. Currently, those applying for citizenship and coming from these teritories must respect the five year 
residence condition to be eligible. This change came after revolts in 2005 in the suburbs of Paris, event that sparked a 
national debate and determined the authorities to impose a series of tougher conditions to improve integration of young 
people originating mostly from the former African colonies. For further details on this situation, see: Patrick Weil, Alexis 
Spire, Christophe Bertossi, op.cit, p. 24. 
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26 After the Second World War, Eastern part of the country was annexed to the USSR along the so called ”Curzon Line” 
(these teritories are shared today between Ukraina, Lithuania and Belarusaceste teritorii sunt împ� r�ite ast� zi între Ucraina, 
Lituania � i Belarus), Polish and Jews here being repatriated and Western part being enlarged with German teritories where 
Germans had been also expelled.  
27 Ministry of the Interior and Administration, Documents, Repatriation as a Form of Acquiring Polish Citizenship, 
http://www.mswia.gov.pl/portal/en/16/27/Repatriation_as_a_form_of_acquiring_Polish_citizenship.html   
28 Agata Gorny, Dorota Pudyianowska, “Country Report: Poland”, EUDO Citizenship Observatory, Robert Schuman Centre 
for Advanced Studies, European University Institute, December 2009 (reviewed May 2010), p. 8, http://eudo-
citizenship.eu/docs/CountryReports/Poland.pdf  
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29 Act LV of 1993 on Hungarian Citizenship, http://www.mfa.gov.hu/NR/rdonlyres/93F5CE78-6F49-4FBB-9360-
D99B09BBB6D0/0/ActLVof1993onHungarianCitizenship.pdf  
30 The ”Law for Magyars living in Neighbouring States” (Status Law) came to force in 2001, granting to holders of a 
Certificate of Magyar Ethnicity and their relatives of first degree the posibility to benefit of various social, cultural and 
economic rights in Hungary. This law was aimed to those of Magyar origin from Croatia, Macedonia, Romania, Serbia and 
Montenegro, Slovenia, Slovakia and Ukraine. Source: Judit Toth, „Connections of Kin minorities to the Kin-state in the 
Extended Schengen Zone”, in Zoltan Kantor, Balazs Majtenyi, Osamu Ieda, Balazs Vizi, Ivan Halasz, The Hungarian Status 
Law: Nation Building and/or Minority Protection, 2004, http://src-h.slav.hokudai.ac.jp/coe21/publish/no4_ses/contents.html     
31 European Commission, through its Commissioner for Enlargement of the time, Gunther Verheugen, noticed that the law 
has an extrateritorial effect, does not respect the principle of non-discrimination in the Treaty and is damaged by the fact that 
neighbouring states have not been consulted, all these giving birth to tensions. Problematic articles (right to work, social and 
medical ensurance) would be amended before Hungary’s accession to the EU. Source: Open letter from the Commissioner 
for Enlargement, Gunther Verheugen sent to the President of Hungary, Peter Medgyessy, 
http://www.jogtar.mtaki.hu/jogszabalyok/Gntere_Verheugen.pdf 
32 Maria Kovacs, Judit Toth, “Country Report: Hungary”, EUDO Citizenship Observatory, Robert Schuman Centre for 
Advanced Studies, European University Institute, November 2009 (reviewed June 2010), p. 8, http://eudo-
citizenship.eu/docs/CountryReports/Hungary.pdf  
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33 „Cet�� enia bulgar� , mai u� or de ob�inut”, Adev� rul, 5 ianuarie 2010. 
34 For example, Igor Corman, president of Foreign Policy and European Integration Committee of The Parliament of 
Republic of Moldova. See: Igor Corman, Interview on TV Moldova Interna�ional, 10 October 2009.�
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